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JOINING MORE THAN 70 OTHER WATER UTILITIES 

West Des Moines Water Works Trustees Approve 
Contract for Legal Counsel in PFAS Litigation 

WEST DES MOINES, Iowa (July 26, 2022) — The Board of Trustees of West Des Moines Water Works 
voted unanimously to contract with legal counsel to join a multi -district litigation on PFAS (per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances) contamination in drinking water. More than 70 other water utilities have 
joined the action with the objective of receiving settlements for remediating and mitigating PFAS 
substances in drinking water.  

The PFAS category contains several hundred compounds, four of which now carry an EPA health 
advisory—perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA),  perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS), hexafluoropropylene 
oxide (HFPO or also known as GenX), and perfluorobutane sulfonic acid (PFBS). In WDMWW finished 
water produced at the A.C. Ward Municipal Water Treatment Plant, the presence of PFOA and PFOS 
were detected at 2.9 ppt (parts per trillion) and 2.4 ppt, respectively in late 2021—well below the 
original health advisory level of 70 ppt.  One particular WDMWW shallow well reported higher numbers 
than the others, and WDMWW has limited its use.   However, in June 2022, the Environmental 
Protection Agency revised these health 
advisories to significantly lower amounts 
(0.004 ppt for PFOS and 0.02 ppt for PFOA, 
respectively).   Most recent testing has 
shown no detectable amounts of these 
compounds, although it is important to 
note that current detection limits are 
limited to 1.9 ppt.    

“Providing safe drinking water is 
always our No. 1 priority, and we are 
working diligently to ensure that our 
finished water is safe and compliant,” said 
Christina Murphy, general manager of 
WDMWW. “The EPA’s recently announced health advisories with much lower detectable thresholds 
mean that even a trace amount of PFAS is too much when it comes to protecting our drinking water. We 
anticipate that addressing PFAS will be challenging, protracted and costly, and the trustees agreed that 
we need to avail ourselves of any and all resources that will help address the effects to our drinking 
water infrastructure, including legal action.” 
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PFAS emanate from manmade chemicals used in a variety of manufacturing applications and 
products including carpet, waterproofed clothing, cookware coatings such as Teflon, fire-fighting foam 
and food packaging, just to name a few. Moreover, these substances are persistent, meaning they do 
not degrade or break down naturally in the environment. PFAS testing has only recently become more 
precise with the ability to detect levels of 1.9 ppt.  Even so the EPA health advisory levels announced 
earlier in 2022 are well below what current testing methods can detect.  

PFAS Compound 
Previous EPA Health 
Advisory Level (ppt*) 

WDMWW Finished Water 
(most recent test) 

New Interim EPA Health 
Advisory Level (ppt*)  

 PFOA  70 ppt (with PFOS) Non-detectable**  0.004 ppt 

 PFOS  70 ppt (with PFOA) Non-detectable**  0.02 ppt 

 Gen X  NA Non-detectable**  0.02 ppt 

 PFBS  NA Non-detectable**  2,000 ppt 

*ppt – parts per trillion 
** - current detection limits are <1.9 ppt 

 

WDMWW signed a legal services agreement with the firms Driscoll Firm LLC; Kennedy & Madonna, 
LLP; SL Environmental Law Group PC; Douglas & London, PC; Levin, Papantonio, Rafferty, Proctor, 
Buchanan, O’Brien, Barr, Mougey, PA; Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP; and Kelley Drye & Warren, LLP. 
This attorney group specializes in this area and has achieved settlements in several jurisdictions. The 
firms are working on a contingency basis, so the Water Works pays no out-of-pocket fees.  

ABOUT WEST DES MOINES WATER WORKS 
The West Des Moines Water Works is owned by the citizens of West Des Moines and governed by a five-
member Board of Trustees. Appointed by the Mayor and approved by the City Council for staggered six-
year terms, the trustees formulate policies and govern the operations of the water utility. Managed by a 
professional staff, West Des Moines Water Works is supported solely by the revenues it generates by 
supplying water to the community’s residents and businesses. The utility treats up to 10 million gallons 
of water per day, sourced from a combination of four deep wells and 17 shallow wells. The board of 
trustees is composed of: Scott Brennan, chair; Gretchen Tegeler, vice chair; Jody Smith; Mary 
Thompson; and Erin Sheriff. 
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For more information, Contact: 
Jamie Buelt, spokesperson 
Mobile:  360-961-0096     
Office:  515-248-1808  

 

 


